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I love a good western.  Not the more recent movies, but old black and white features with a hero like John 
Wayne in it.  I know at the end of these, the bad guys will get what is coming to them and most frequently 
end up dead or wishing they were.

I think there is something in all of us that cries out for vengeance against those that offend us in some way.  
It doesn’t even have to be much to set us off.  Perhaps it’s the guy that cuts us off in traffic instead of waiting 
his turn.  Maybe it is the neighbor who mows his lawn just as your guests arrive for a cookout.  There are any 
number of things that offend us and we would love to see justice done.  I’m sure we don’t wish them the 
same justice that John Wayne would dish out, but we judge that they need to get what is coming to them.
I am so grateful that we have a God that doesn’t look at us in that same way.  If we were to get justice – what 
we deserve – we would have no hope.  Yet God in His infinite grace looks at us and says that even though we 
deserve death, He is going to pay the price for us and give us life instead.  He sent His only Son to pay the 
price and take vengeance on Him in our place.  That sounds crazy, but that is exactly what He did because He 
loves us so much.  He wants us to go beyond the bitterness that our offenses turn into and to see others as 
He does – worthy of His grace.

For everyone (that includes me and it includes you) has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 
Yet God, in His grace, freely makes us right in His sight.  He did this through Jesus Christ when He freed us 
from the penalty (deserved vengeance) for our sin. (Romans 3:23-24 – with parenthetical comments added).
We need to start to look at others through God’s eyes.  Instead of seeing others as unworthy of grace, we 
need to share grace with them freely.  That is what Jesus would do and those who have accepted His grace 
and called to share it.
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Prayer Focus:

salvation

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” 

Romans 3:23-24, NIV

DAY 15: October 17, 2016

Featured Contributor:
Neil Stufft is a retired property 
and casualty insurance under-
writing director with State Auto 
Insurance Companies.  He cur-
rently ministers through the Wor-
ship Arts ministry at the Grove 
City Church of the Nazarene.  He 
also ministers through a blog on 
Wordpress called Hand-in-Hand 
with God Every Day.

Lord God, help us to see others through your eyes and stop deciding on our own 
who is worthy of your grace.  Provide us with your Spirit to fill us with your grace 
and help us to pass it along to even those we think don’t deserve it.  Remind us dai-
ly, we don’t deserve it either, but you love us anyway.  In Jesus name.  Amen.

Prayer Region:

southwest 
• Pray for the lost to receive the 
precious gift of salvation
• Pray for a church partner for 
Briggs High School and Broadle-
igh High School
• Pray that believers will be 
ready always to share the Good 
News of Jesus.



Years ago if someone would have asked me “Are you a Christian?” I would have said “absolutely.”  I would have shared how 
committed I was to my faith.  Yet, if someone had asked me how I showed Christ’s love, I would have had a hard time express-
ing it. The truth is that I was completely neglecting a huge part of what Christians are called to do. We have a tendency as 
believers to get into a routine for our “faith walk.”  We attend church on the weekend, bible study during the week, and prayers 
before meals and bedtime.  It is as if there is an imaginary checklist that we aim to check off. I meant well and I know you do 
too, but together let’s take an honest look at our lives and evaluate how well we are aiming to live like Christ.

“You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.  Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as some-
thing to cling to.  Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human 
being.  When he appeared in human form, He humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.” 
Philippians 2:5-8, NLT

Although the things we do are important, let’s not forget how God’s word shows us that Jesus came to earth to live as a ser-
vant.  Therefore, we too are called to live a servant’s life. Looking outside of our comforts and into our communities to serve 
and love fiercely. 

 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45, NIV

As I have begun to live a servant’s life, I have experienced an intimacy with God that I never had before.  Even though I was 
doing well with my imaginary checklist, I wasn’t experiencing the love that God had in store for me until I began to serve the 
unlovable. 

“On hearing this, Jesus said to them, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners.’” Mark 2:17, NIV.

I’m praying for you dear friend and am excited for the new level of intimacy that you will experience with the Lord and the joy 
you will find in loving the unrighteous.
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Prayer Focus:

community

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.” Mark 10:45, NIV

DAY 16: October 18, 2016

Featured Contributor:
Danius Williams is passionate 
about helping people help peo-
ple.  She believes it is in moments 
when we take a little time to focus 
on things beyond ourselves, that 
God brings the greatest healing and 
peace.  Her work with IGNITE OUR 
CITY helps create opportunities 
where people can come together to 
serve the community and find per-
sonal purpose.  She wants to help 
those in need and for children to 
see a less broken world.

Lord, today we come before you and ask you to reveal the gaps in our spiritual walk 
and what we need to address that will further your kingdom.  Help us see your desire 
for our lives, how to use our gifts and talents to love those who are outside of our 
church doors, and who you love and are broken for.  Let our hearts be broken for the 
things that break yours and let us find joy in bringing restoration to our communities.
Amen.

Prayer Region:

southwest
• Pray for a church partner 
for Columbus North Interna-
tional School, Duxberry Arts 
Impact Elementary, and Geor-
gian Heights Alternative Ele-
mentary School.  
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As I write this devotional, the school year is underway. Teachers, busy trying to figure out ways to survive the unexpect-
ed, face the unenviable duty of trying to impart knowledge to students who often have no idea why that information is 
important. Unfortunately, many “Discipleship Programs” meet with the same kind of response.  Church members are 
offered a variety of motivational discipleship lessons – videos, books, the works.  If by chance, the series actually focuses 
on living the discipled life, the benefits may be noticeable. Often, however, such lessons center on disciple making that 
fail to distinguish between evangelism and making disciples, a difference that is not inconsequential.

The Engels Scale (What’s Gone Wrong with the Harvest, Zondervan, 1975) is a classic reminder of that difference. On one 
side of his scale, Engels notes that whether people are totally un-oriented to the gospel or have been raised in church, 
we meet them where they are and develop relationships that help them come to faith in Christ. That is evangelism.

But discipleship takes place on the other side of the scale.  The task: help new believers as they discover the daily prac-
tical implications of their faith, become incorporated into the body of Christ, and engage in discipleship and service (in-
cluding becoming disciple makers). Or as James puts it, become “doers of the word and not hearers only” (James 1:22).

Of course, the question that cuts to the chase is, “How is that done?” Videos, lessons, even sermons are tools we can 
use wisely to share information and even motivate, but monologue models are too easily met with passive listening. 
Disciples by definition are followers, not passive listeners.

We must always preach and teach, seeking at every turn to affect those around us by what we say. But making disciples 
requires us to invite others to walk and grow with us, to do what we do. Paul wanted others not only to listen to him but 
imitate him, an invitation predicated on his commitment to imitate Christ. 

The single most significant ingredient in making disciples is being one. Discipled living does not exist apart from disciple 
making.
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Prayer Focus:

discipleship

“Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.”  
1 Corinthians 11:1, NKJV

DAY 17: October 19, 2016

Featured Contributor:
Dennis Brown is a retired min-
ister from Grove City who has 
served as a career missionary, 
pastor, and adjunct professor.  
He now authors the blog “The 
Embrace of Grace,” a prayer 
devotional “The Flame,” and 
has recently published Restor-
ing Those Who Have Fallen 
and Connected! Un-locking the 
DNA of Authentic Prayer.

Lord Jesus, Let your people follow closely.  Let your reflection fill the minds and 
hearts of those around us, so they may encounter the wonder of your grace and 
power and wisdom and majesty.  Divest us of anything that would distract those 
you have entrusted to us from the clarity of your image displayed in our lives. Let 
our hearts be warmed as we walk with you together. Amen.

Prayer Region:

southwest 
• Pray for a church partner 
for Hilltonia Middle School 
and Lindbergh Elementary 
School
• Pray for victims of human 
traffiking and related ministries
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The word that Paul uses for transform in this verse of scripture is the Greek word, metamorphoō, which means to change into 
another form, to transform, to transfigure. All throughout the New Testament we see that the invitation to become a follower 
of Jesus Christ, a disciple, is an invitation to step into something entirely different, something completely “other” than any-
thing that we have been before. Up to the point of surrendering our lives to Jesus Christ and believing in the power of the 
resurrection, we are mere shadows of ourselves, weak imitations of who we were truly meant to be according to the intent 
and design of God for our lives. 

Jesus Christ modeled through His life the perfect expression of God in all His beauty. He also modeled what a human being 
who sees God as their Father, who has found their entire identity, purpose, value, worth, and satisfaction in the presence and 
will of their God, looks like. It is because of Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross, the shedding of His blood and His resurrection from 
the dead, that we have been empowered to become sons and daughters of God as well. Becoming a son or daughter of God is 
to go through a process of transformation where we begin to reflect the very image, nature and character of God in the earth. 
This is exactly what God intended from the beginning and what the bondage of sin kept us from. As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 
5:17 “ Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 
new.” Paul emphasizes all things have become knew. This type of transformation is a total renovation of one’s mind, body and 
soul. It is no surprise that often times after someone gets saved their closest friends and family don’t even recognize them. 
Jesus gave us the power to become children of God, to be transformed into fully alive human beings. Our yes to this invitation 
and the process attached to it, manifests the very heart of God and what He intends to do throughout the whole earth, that 
is transform it, redeem it, make it new! What He does in each member of the Bride of Christ, He will one day do to the entire 
planet and universe.

I encourage you to seek God, seek His face, spend time in His presence, pursue the revelation of Jesus Christ with the help 
of Holy Spirit, to lean into your own transformation process. God is faithful to complete the work that He began in you, from 
glory to glory and from faith to faith. If you are serious about being transformed by the power of the Lord, I invite you to pray 
this prayer with me:
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Prayer Focus:

transformation

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 

good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”  Romans 1:12, NKJV

DAY 18: October 20, 2016

Featured Contributor:
Gerald D.A. Murphy is the Young 
Adult Pastor and United School 
of Ministry Director (USOM) 
at the Potters House Church of 
God in Columbus Ohio. He lives 
in Galloway Oh. with his wife of 
seven years, Lauren Murphy and 
their three children. Gerald has a 
passion for unity in the body of 
Christ, to see the gospel and love 
of Jesus spread throughout the 
world.

Holy Spirit, I say yes to the invitation to be transformed by your grace, by your power. I submit to you in my 
mind, my body and my spirit. Father I will meditate on who you say I am in your word until I believe it for 
myself. I give you permission to do your work in me, in my heart, heal me renovate every part of me. Remove 
all the lies from my mind that keep me from the fullness of my transformation in you. I receive your love and 
mercy and commit to a lifestyle that will allow the manifestation of Jesus Christ to be made known through 
me. I pray that Your nature, character and very image oh God, would be expressed through me. My old man 
has been crucified with Jesus and I will walk in the power of the resurrection as a new creature in Christ, by 
your Spirit. Thank you Jesus for your shed blood ,for your death and resurrection that makes this possible, I 
love you and I praise you Amen.

Prayer Region:

southwest 
• Pray for a church partner 
for Valleyview Elementary 
and Wedgewood Middle School
• Pray for those caught in addic-
tion and for ministries that serve 
them. 
• Pray for a dramatic decrease in 
the number of overdose deaths.
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 “Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he got into 
a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water’s edge. He taught 
them many things by parables, and in his teaching said: “Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he 
was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, 
where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came 
up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, 
which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came 
up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times.” Mark 4:1-8, NIV 
 
I love the fall season! Leaves are turning, the air is crisp, and tractors are bringing in the harvest. I’m re-
minded of the work it takes before a harvest can take place. Only a farmer truly knows the extensive 
planning and hard work it takes to have a successful yield at harvest time. Fields are plowed and culti-
vated in the spring, planting the proper crops for that season needs to be considered, and careful atten-
tion needs to be given to sprays that need to be administered to protect crops from pests and disease. 
 
Jesus talks a lot about the harvest in Mark 4:1-9. Here, Jesus teaches that with the proper techniques and 
hard work we can have a harvest that “yielded thirty times as much, some sixty, and some a hundred times.” 
 
I can’t help but think...how can we have a great harvest when it comes to people? If souls are at stake, then 
we need to find the very best ways to sow, cultivate and harvest lives for God’s Kingdom. There is no great-
er calling in life than to invest in lives that are lost. How is God calling you to be a part of this Great Eternal 
Harvest?
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Prayer Focus:

the harvest

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to 

test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:1-2, NIV 

DAY 19: October 21, 2016

Featured Contributor:
Dave Kujawa (Pastor Kujo) com-
pleted his undergraduate youth 
ministry degree and master’s de-
gree from Indiana Wesleyan Uni-
versity. He is currently the Campus 
Pastor at Cypress Grove City Cam-
pus. Pastor Kujo is married to Mar-
lene and they have 3 adult sons and 
a daughter who is a senior in high 
school. His passion remains for the 
lost and hurting in the community 
and being able to connect them to 
the grace and love of Jesus Christ.

Lord Jesus, may you help us to see people as you see them. Open our eyes to those 
who are lost and in need of your grace. May you strengthen our hands for the har-
vest. We are grateful for your grace in our lives, and may you now help us as we 
extend that to our neighbors! Amen.

Prayer Region:

southwest
•Pray for church partners 
for Westgate Alternative High 
School, Westmoor Middle 
School and Stewart Alternative 
Elementary School
•Pray for laborers in God’s 
harvest.
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